
 
 
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 2nd May, 2018 at 

7.30pm at The Glebe, Sutton. 
 
 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Earith, Secretary 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith 
Christine Ward (CW)  - CottenhamPC 
Colin Coe (CC)  - Cottenham 
Mark Inskip (MI)  - Sutton PC 
Mary Shemilt (MS)  - Cottenham 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
 
 
1. Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies have been received from Pauline & Gareth Wilson, Margaret Lumb, Alan James, 
Lorna Dupre, Neil Harris and Margaret Shardlow. 
 
BB volunteered to act as Chair for the meeting and welcomed MS and CC to their first HCV 
meeting.  
 
2. Minutes and actions from the last meeting held on December 14th 2017 
 
The minutes of the last meeting held on December 14th 2017 were approved. 
 
Matters Arising: 
 
None 
 
3. Pollution Monitoring 
 
Further NO2 and Noise monitoring: 
 
OM said that 2 more NO2 tubes had been put up in Willingham and Hilton were monitoring for 
12 months at two sites. Unfortunately one of the Willingham tubes had vanished which is the 
second tube to disappear from the same spot at the traffic lights. 
WO said she had put up more tubes along the A1123 at Needingworth, outside the Marsh 
Harrier pub, the Co-op at Marley Road and at Woodside Way. 
 
There are also plans to hire the noise meter. Willingham and Earith have expressed an interest. 
CW said that Cottenham might be interested but they would like to know how much it will cost. 
 
Action: OM to send an email with the cost. 
 
Noise levels in all the villages have been increasing due to the increase in vehicle numbers 
caused by the numerous building projects in the area, but also because of the very bad state of 
nearly all the roads. Noise levels rise significantly when the road surface is degraded. So now is 
a good time to take measurements. 
WO said that you can make complaints about noise to Jack Eagles at CCC. 
AB mentioned that noise mitigation measures will be taken with respect to the A14 development 
if the predicted noise levels are exceeded. 
 
OM though it would also be a good idea to do some more particulate testing.   



 
 
 
 
 
Air Quality Monitoring Kit:. 
 
More sophisticated and cheaper monitoring equipment is becoming available. The SmartCitizen 
kit developed in Barcelona can monitor noise and dust and is internet enabled. It costs about 
130 Euros per device.  
 

 
 
This is probably fine for indoor testing but would need to be weatherised for outdoor use. While 
these kinds of devices are useful for giving an indication of conditions their data would not be 
accepted as reliable for scientific testing purposes. BB & OM said they had reserved some of 
these devices which should be available soon.  
 
Approved devices such as the Bettair monitor are much more expensive (approx.  £4k per unit) 
but they are designed for outdoor city use and measure a very wide range of pollutants 
including noise, nitrogen dioxide, nitrous oxide, ozone, hydrogen sulphide and carbon dioxide.  
They can also measure particulates at sizes of PM10, PM2.5 and PM1.  
 
 
4.      East Cambs District Council’s Health & Wellbeing Strategy Consultation 
 
Lorna had alerted the HCV to this consultation which ends on June 1st. The strategy will run 
from 2018 to 2021 and in the draft document 7 areas of concern were identified. These are; 
 

• Excess weight in adults 

• Percentage of physically active adults 

• Recorded diabetes 

• Smoking prevalence 

• Hospital stays for selfharm 

• People killed and seriously injured on roads 

As a result of these findings the refreshed strategy will concentrate on two priorities 
 

1. Physical activity and healthy lifestyles 

2. Partnership working 

It is hard to understand on what basis these priorities have been determined. The increase in 
the number of people killed and seriously injured on Cambridgeshire roads against the national 
trend should surely make this a priority as well. Also, the 2017 report from the UK Chief Medical 
Officer (CMO) concentrated entirely on the serious health risks from all forms of pollution and 
urged a much greater role for local authorities in combatting the problem. The parliamentary 
report on the effects of air pollution published in March 2018 made the same points. But this 
threat seems to have been totally ignored in the strategy.  



 
 
 
Action: The meeting agreed that a response should be sent on behalf of the HCV group 
pointing out the inadequacies of the draft strategy. 
 
5. CCC monitoring of Planning Conditions 
 
OM had sent Freedom of Information requests to Cambridge County Council asking whether the 
planning conditions relating to at Colne Fen Quarry planning (planning application 
H/05001/13/CW) and  Latta’s Farm (planning applications E/03006/11/CM, E03004/11/CM and 

F/02008/11/CM) were being enforced. The full response from CCC is appended to these 
minutes. 
 
The general permission for quarrying at Colne Fen (planning application H-0120-97) expires on 
December 31st 2019. By this date the site must be fully restored in accordance with the planning 
conditions. This does not cover Latta’s Farm which is outside the quarry area. Activities at 
Latta’s Farm must cease 5 years after the commencement date. (May 2016). 
 
The meeting thought that the answers to the FOI were too general and we should ask for actual 
evidence that planning conditions are being met and regular inspections undertaken. 
 
6.       Establishing Traffic Volume baselines before Ely bypass completion 

 
At previous meetings the importance of establishing traffic volume baselines before the Ely 
bypass opens had been recognised. The county council have said they will consider weight 
limits if the Ely bypass does not reduce HCV movements through the villages, but without 
accurate before and after data it will be impossible to say what effect the bypass is having. 
There is a commitment to do this in the East Cambs Transport Strategy. The strategy was 
adopted in December 2016. 
 
The wording in the Strategy Action Plan document is as follows; 

HGV restriction in the diamond area- north of the A14- south east of the A141, south of 

the A142 and west of the A10. 

Short Term: Traffic will be monitored to get a base line of the number of HGVs in the 

area. 

Longer Term: Following completion of the Ely Southern Bypass- further monitoring will 

be carried out to see how HGVs are using the diamond area and investigations will be 

carried out into the best way of reducing the impacts of HGVs in the diamond area. This 

could include HGV restrictions being implemented to help protect villages from the 

negative impacts of HGVs within the diamond area. It is understood that HGVs using 

the A1123 have a particular impact on the villages.” 

 
The HCV group thought it would be useful to gather their own data for comparative purposes. 
Traffic flows into and out of ‘the diamond’ would be measured at a number of points but exactly 
which points has not yet been established. Then there is the question of how the monitoring is 
done. There are two options. 
 
Community Roadwatch (CRW)  has data loggers which are very effective tools for traffic 
monitoring. A data logger can monitor both sides of the road and will monitor both speed and 
vehicle type. (HGV identification is about 80% accurate).  It has a range of 20 metres and 
comes with Bluetooth connectivity. This means it is possible to access the data from a 
laptop/tablet whilst it is in operation. The battery life is about 3 weeks. Data on speed and traffic 
volumes can be viewed in a number of formats such as graphs and histograms. The cost is 
minimal because CRW just charge for their expenses. Dave McCandless came to the HCV 
meeting in December 2017 and it was agreed that a plan to monitor all the routes accessing the 
‘diamond zone’ was possible. 
 



 
 
MI said that the they had paid CCC £1,000 for 5 monitoring points around Sutton using the 
traditional ‘pipes’ across the road. This method had produced good, accurate data.  
 
Actions:  Find out what monitoring has been done to date by East Cambs and progress the 
plans for HCV monitoring. 

 
7.      TRO Progress 
 
No-one had any progress to report. MI wondered if the HCV group was losing some impetus. 
 
8.      Proposal to dual the A10 
 
AJ asked for this item to be put on the agenda so it will be deferred until the next meeting. So 
far there is a plan to produce a Strategic Business Case for dualling the road. 

 
9.      AOB 

 
None 
 
Next meeting:  TBA sometime in July 
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